“Every once in a while a documentary comes down the pike that pretty much knocks you on your
ass. This is one of those documentaries!" Dwayne Johnson, Actor and WWE Superstar.

The Touching Story of Wrestling’s Greatest Villain

The Sheik

Directed by Igal Hecht

A World Premiere at Hot Docs
Bloor Hot Docs Cinema
Saturday | April 26, 2014 | 9:00pm

http://sheikmovie.com

#sheikmovie

THE SHEIK (95min, Feature): The Unfiltered and Shockingly Entertaining story about the Iron Sheik (Khosrow Vaziri).

“I respect my fans | love my fans. World premiere of my movie in the #1 film festival Hot Doc. Now | give
my fans my movie on the download to see how | become a legend and the real Iron Sheik. “

(TORONTO, CANADA - April 14, 2014) Once the most outlandish of professional wrestlers, Khosrow Vaziri — a.k.a.
The Iron Sheik - is now, at 72, the most outrageous personality on Twitter, a man who routinely shocks even
Howard Stern.

But the story behind the oversized personality is raw, touching, emotional and almost unbelievable. The Sheik is a
labour of love by two Iranian-Canadian twins — Page and Jian Magen - who grew up idolizing him, and ended up
pointing him towards redemption and a second chance at stardom.

Featuring Dwayne Johnson, Mick Foley, Seth Green, Jim Ross and over 25 celebrities and entertainment
superstars; The Sheik will make its World Premiere at Hot Docs International Film Festival in Toronto Canada on
April 26th at 9pm. The Sheik was selected as Hot Doc’s 2014 Special Presentations collection.

Meanwhile, adding impact to the event, at the same day and time as the gala World Premiere at Hot Docs, the film
will be available for an official pre-sale to the world with a Download To Own from http://sheikmovie.com .

An Olympic wrestler in his native Iran, Vaziri fled the Shah’s secret police after the assassination of his politically-
outspoken coach. In the U.S., he was a coaching assistant for the University of Minnesota wrestling team, and won
Amateur Athletic Union gold. This was his entry-point into professional wrestling, and — with the Iran Hostage
Crisis in 1979 — the creation of one of the most brilliant wrestling “villains” ever. He would scream, “Iran Number
One!” and spit at the mention of the “U.S.A.” Stadiums of crowds went wild demanding he be taken down. It’s
been said that without the Iron Sheik, there’d have been no Hulk Hogan.

But gravity takes its hold on rising stars. And the Iron Sheik’s descent began with a cocaine possession charge in
1987, his firing from Vince McMahon’s World Wrestling Federation, and a descent through the lower rungs of
wrestling and of life.

Page and Jian, whose father coincidentally was an Olympic teammate of Vaziri, had lost contact with the famous
“uncle” who'd introduced them as children to the world’s most famous wrestlers. They sought him out in 2006 and
discovered him, “in a dark place,” self-medicating his devastating injuries with drugs.



Setting out to film the Iron Sheik’s story, they became more than chroniclers, and became managers and handlers.
As Vaziri took control of his substance abuse, Page and Jian created his new role as a Twitter superstar with an
account and an unending variety of #teamsheikie goods and services (including a personalized abuse-tweet for
anyone willing to pay $30).

Eight years in the making, The Sheik showcases Vaziri’s incredible Iranian childhood and the countless tales behind
his status as the world’s most hated ‘Villain’, The Sheik is a must see, Pop-Culture Documentary that will “make
you humble.”

Or as The Iron Sheik himself told the Orange County Register, “My movie better movie than The Notebook. The
world first time ever see how the legend Iron Sheik become Iron Sheik. Everybody know Iron Sheik today. Nobody
know about my life and | have lot of fan that want to see how | become most famous Iranian in the world. You see
my up and the down and everybody be happy.”
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For more info, request screener link for review purposes, set up interviews, get GAT:

Ingrid Hamilton | ingrid@gat.ca | 416-731-3034

Daniela Ponce | daniela@gat.ca | 647-239-3034

Press materials including incredible pictures, clips, and trailers, available at www.gat.ca/media
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